PART TWO
VICKY-PRINCESS ROYAL

IN the middle of November 1840 (lie Press announced
that Messrs. Seddon, upholsterers to Her Majesty the
Queen, of Gray's Inn Road, had received from the
Board of Green Cloth a distinguished order.   They were
instructed * to design and make the cot and two baths for the
expected scion of Her Majesty's illustrious house.'   A day
or two afterwards, a drawing was forwarded to the Palace,
for the inspection of Her Majesty, who was graciously
pleased to signify her approval of the design.   The body of
the cot is in the shape of that elegant marine shell, the
Nautilus.    The framework is of the  choicest Spanish
mahogany, and the bottom and sides padded and quilted in
flutes, the whole of which inside and out is covered with green
silk, embroidered with the white rose of England alternately
with arabesques.  The cot swings between pillars of maho-
gany, standing on plinths with richly carved and gilt
brackets. The canopy is hung with gold and silver-coloured
silk, the whole is gilt and surmounted with the Royal Crown.
This rich and elegant cradle has been removed to Bucking-
ham Palace* The baths are lined, one with silver, the other
Avith marble.' *

London had been agog since November 13th, when the
Queen and Prince Albert came up to Buckingham Palace
from Windsor with the Court. Her Majesty had come
to London for the Royal accouchement,

On the morning of the aist the corridors of Buckingham
Palace were the scene of intense bustle. The Ministers of
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